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Synopsis

New York Times bestselling author Michael Korda&#39;s fresh, contemporary single volume
historical biography of General Robert E. Leea "perhaps the most famous and least understood
legend in American history and one of our most admired heroes.Michael Korda, author of Ulysses
S. Grant and the bestsellers Ike and Hero, paints a vivid and admiring portrait of Lee as a brilliant
general, a devoted family man, and principled gentleman who disliked slavery and disagreed with
secession, yet who refused command of the Union Army in 1861 because he could not "draw his
sword" against his beloved Virginia.Well-rounded and realistic, Clouds of Glory analyzes Lee&#39;s
command during the Civil War and explores his responsibility for the fatal stalemate at Antietam, his
defeat at Gettysburg (as well the many troubling controversies still surrounding it) and ultimately, his
failed strategy for winning the war. As Korda shows, Lee&#39;s dignity, courage, leadership, and
modesty made him a hero on both sides of the Mason-Dixon Line and a revered American icon who
is recognized today as the nation&#39;s preeminent military leader.Clouds of Glory features dozens
of stunning illustrations, some never before seen, including twelve pages of color, twenty-four pages

of black-and-white, and nearly fifty in-text battle maps.
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Customer Reviews

Robert Edward Lee (1807-1870) was one of the great military captains of all times. Lee was a man
of honor whose eventful life is well served by Michael Korda in this excellent new biography. Korda

is the author of such biographies as those dealing with U.S.Grant’; T.E. Lawrence of Arabia and



Dwight D. Eisenhower Michael Korda is not a trained Civil War historian so he adds a fresh look at
Lee from the perspective of an author who has done his research to produce the best Lee
biography in years. Robert E. Lee was the son of Light Horse Harry Lee the American Revolutionary
War hero, Governor of Virginia and scion of old Virginia. Light Horse Harry was also a man
burdened by scandal who became bankrupt dying in disgrace. R. E. Lee cared for his invalid
mother. Lee graduated from West Point in 1829 graduating second in his class. He wed a wealthy
woman and was enabled to live at Arlington. Lee was in awe of George Washington his beau ideal
of a soldier and leader. Lee and Mary had seven children. Three of them were boys’; all served in
the Confederate Army. Lee assumed command of the Army of Northern Virginia on June 1, 1862. In
short order Lee led his outnumbered troops in battle winning victory at the Seven Days near
Richmond’; Second Manassas, Antietam (a draw against the Army of the Potomac under the
sluggish leadership of George B. McClellan) Fredricksburg and Chancellorsville (it was at this battle
that Lee lost Stonewall Jackson who died on May 10, 1863 after he had been wounded by his own
men). Lee and his troops met defeat at Gettysburg but continued to fight to the bitter end against
Grant in the Overland Campaign which ended with surrender on April 9, 1865. All of these facts are

well know to historians.
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